BEGINNING HS MARIACHI GUITAR/VIHUELA - 6650

Course Scope:

This one-year, elective course is designed for students with no previous Mariachi guitar/vihuela experience.  Students will receive guidance and direction in solving problems related to playing the guitar/vihuela on a beginning level and will learn many of the different styles, skills, and techniques required to become a successful musician.  Areas of concentration include:  correct posture, note reading, aural skills, flat picking, singing songs, rhythmic patterns, chord study, finger picking styles (when appropriate), melody construction, musical forms, tablature notation, improvisation, and performing experiences. This course may be repeated for credit.

 Course Goals:

  1.  
To develop correct posture and hand position.

  2.  
To identify the parts of the guitar/vihuela and string designation.

  3.  
To demonstrate proper care and maintenance of the guitar/vihuela.

  4.  
To develop an awareness of correct tuning of the open strings.

  5.  
To understand the history and origin of the guitar/vihuela.

  6.  
To demonstrate a knowledge of music fundamentals.

  7.  
To recognize form in Mariachi music (i.e. ranchera, son, bolero, polka)

  8.  
To learn basic chords, scales, and bass lines in first position.

  9.  
To learn proper strumming, finger style, and flat picking techniques.

10. 
To demonstrate proper placement of movable “E” and “A” type barre chords.

11. 
To develop an awareness of position playing, movable scales, and transposition.

12.  
To demonstrate an awareness of the function of tablature as it relates to the guitar.

13.  
To improvise using short melodic phrases, variations, and chord progressions.

14. 
To become aware of career opportunities in music.

15.  
To demonstrate an awareness of the relationship between music and other disciplines.

16.
To demonstrate and awareness of the regional and historical variations of Mariachi music.

17.
To incorporate traditional rhythms used in Mariachi music into musical performances.

